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The following presentation is not for 

consumer use and is for informational 

purposes for the 2014 Stronger Bridges 

to Health Forum. 



    

   Founded in 1996, CIPC is a non-partisan, non-
profit statewide organization that seeks to 
inform public debate and policy decisions on 
issues affecting the state’s immigrants and their 
families in order to improve the quality of life for 
all Californians. CIPC engages in policy 
advocacy, and also provides technical 
assistance, training and education on immigrant 
issues.  
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CONTEXT: IMMIGRATION IN 

THE U.S. & CALIFORNIA 



Immigrants in the U.S. 
￭ 11 million undocumented immigrants nationwide 

￭ 2.7 million are in the state of CA 

￭ Anti-immigrant climate 

 

￭ Deportation Raids 

￭ 2 million deportations under the President 

Obama Administration 

 Fear and mistrust  

in immigrant communities 



CA State Policies 

 2013 was the Year of the Immigrant in California. In 

our state we passed the following bills that eases 

some fear and provides eligibility.   

 California Driver’s License-AB 60 (Alejo) 

 This bill would provide access to a driver’s license for all 

California residents regardless of immigration status.  

 TRUST Act- AB 4 (Ammiano)  

 This bill sets a minimum standard to ensure that 

community members with most low-level offenses are 

not wastefully held in local jails for extra time for 

deportation purposes.  

 

 



HEALTH ACCESS FOR 

IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES 



Immigrants and Covered California 

 Barriers  

 Mixed status families – confusion about eligibility, fear, 

lack of information. 

 Complexity – navigating eligibility based on both 

immigration status & income levels 

 Monitoring of language and cultural access 

 Eligibility 

 Lawful immigrants are eligible for the Exchange and 

subsidies/assistance. 

 Undocumented immigrants and individuals granted 

relief through DACA are ineligible to purchase 

coverage through Exchange even at full cost 

 

 

 

 



Undocumented Immigrants and Access 

 Remaining Uninsured, including undocumented 

 Patchwork of County coverage for undocumented  

 Some counties offer coverage, other counties 
don’t offer any coverage, and some offer limited 

services  

 Example: Fresno MISP Program 

 How many uninsured are there?  

 After full implementation of the ACA, there will be 3-4 

million Californians who remain uninsured 

 About 1 million will be undocumented Californians 

 

 

 



Our Stories: Immigration Relief Eligible Youth & Health 

Access in California 

Itzel Martinez, a 20-year-old DACA student living in 

Oxnard, Calif., desperately wants health insurance 

because she knows what it means to be without it.  

 

A kitchen accident she suffered last year that resulted 

in a trip to the emergency room to stitch up her split 

lip set her farm-working parents back by $1,500. To 

this day, they haven’t been able to get a collection 

agency off their back.  

 

Martinez, one of five children, said that when she 

went to the Ventura County Human Services Agency 

a few months ago to apply for Medi-Cal -- the state’s 

name for the health insurance program for low-

income people known as Medicaid in the rest of the 

nation -- she was told that she only qualified for 

restricted Medi-Cal because of her DACA status. 

Restricted Medi-Cal covers only emergency and 

pregnancy-related care and is given to most anyone 

who applies for Medi-Cal. [from New America Media ] 

http://newamericamedia.org/2014/06/daca-students-right-to-medi-cal-routinely-rejected.php


CA Programs Available Regardless of 

Immigration Status 
 

 Emergency Medi-Cal 

 Prenatal care (Medi-Cal) 

 Access for Infants and Mothers 
(AIM) 

 Long-term care 

 Early Breast Cancer Detection 

 Breast and Cervical Cancer 

Treatment  
 California Children’s Services 

(CCS) 

 Children’s Health Initiatives 

 Health Programs in some counties 

(Healthy SF, Healthy Way LA 
Unmatched) 

 
 Community clinics 

 Child Health and Disability 

Prevention Program (CHDP) and 
CHDP “Gateway”  

 Family PACT 

 Minor consent services 

 Mental health services 

 Regional Center Services  
 Women Infants and Children (WIC) 

 School lunch and breakfast 

 



Immigrant Eligibility: Terms 

 Fed. Categories of Immigrants: “Qualified” and “Not Qualified” 

 Federal law excludes people in both categories from many 

benefits 

 “Qualified” immigrants include Lawful Permanent residents 

(green card), Refugees, Parolees, etc 

 All other immigrants, including undocumented immigrants & 

many lawfully present, are “not qualified” 

 Federal benefits are generally denied to most “not qualified” 

immigrants 

 In California: “PRUCOL” (permanently residing under color of 

law) 

 Not an immigration status, but a benefit eligibility category 

 May include persons: with immediate relative visa petition, in 

deferred action status, stay of deportation 
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WHAT’S NEXT? 



Why is Health4All important?  
 Though the state provides health care services through 

programs with limited scope or duration, and some 

counties provide coverage regardless of immigration 

status, it is still not enough. 

 Health Care system works better when everyone 

participates  

 Emergency room treatment is expensive 

 Cost Savings from other Health care spending 

 Healthy Parents, Thriving Families  

 Undocumented immigrants are a major economic engine 

for California, and contribute to the state’s revenue 

 Health is a Human Right  

 

 



Health For All-SB 1005 
 What does the bill do? 

 SB 1005 will expand access to health care 

coverage for all Californians, regardless of 
immigration status 

 Full Scope Medi-Cal: authorize enrollment in the Medi-

Cal program 

 Mirror Exchange: offer insurance through a separate 

new health benefit exchange and provide premium 

subsidies and cost-sharing reductions to eligible 

individuals 

 SB 1005 will ensure that everyone in our 

communities has access to quality, affordable 

healthcare.  

 



No Healthcare? No Problem! 



For Additional Information:  

Betzabel Estudillo, Health Policy Coordinator, 
bestudillo@caimmigrant.org 

 

Lucia Lin, Bay Area Organizer, 

llin@caimmigrant.org  

 

 

Visit Our Website: www.caimmigrant.org 
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