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>16,000
Prescription Painkiller Overdose Deaths

(CY 2013)

http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/index.html
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http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/epidemic/public.html
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http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/index.html
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http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/epidemic/providers.html
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U.S. Air Force Instruction (AFI) 91-104

The “Two Person Concept” is designed to 
prevent accidental or malicious launch of 
nuclear weapons by a single individual. 
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Two keys to prescription acquisition…

The Prescriber
The Dispenser
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1939 The California Triplicate Prescription Program (TPP) was 
created, capturing Schedule II prescription information.

1997 CURES was initiated, operating in parallel with the TPP’s
Automated Triplicate Prescription System (ATPS) to evaluate 
the comparative efficiencies between the two systems.

2005 TPP/ATPS decommissioned after Senate Bill 151 eliminated 
the triplicate prescription requirement for Schedule II 
controlled substances, making CURES permanent.  Schedule III 
controlled substance prescription reporting became required.

2007 Schedule IV controlled substance prescription reporting became 
required.

2009 PDMP was introduced as a searchable, client-facing  
component of CURES.  

2011 The Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement dissolved and the
CURES Program was de-funded.

2015 CURES 2.0 went live.

CURES History
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Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) 
& Attendant Regulations
42 U.S.C. §§ 1320d to 1320d-8, and 45 CFR 164, et seq.

California Confidentiality of Medical Information Act
CA Civil Code §§ 56 to 56.16

California Information Practices Act
CA Civil Code § 1798, et seq.

CURES Legislation
CA Health and Safety Code § 11165, et seq.

Relevant Provisions of Law
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Pharmacies and dispensers are required to report 
dispensations of Schedules II through IV controlled 
substances to DOJ at least weekly.  

California Healthy & Safety Code section 11165(d)

Presently, the database contains over 230 million entries of 
controlled substance prescriptions dispensed in California. 

In order to reflect exactly what dispensers report to DOJ, 
the department does not touch or modify dispenser-
reported data.

CURES System and Requirements
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Access to CURES is restricted to:

Licensed prescribers and licensed pharmacists 
strictly for patients in their direct care

Law enforcement for criminal investigatory 
purposes

Regulatory boards for oversight and disciplinary 
purposes

California Healthy & Safety Code section 11165(a)

CURES System and Requirements
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On Sept. 27, 2013, Senate Bill 809 passed requiring
prescribers and pharmacists to apply for CURES access.

A health care practitioner authorized to prescribe, order, administer, furnish, or dispense Schedule II,
Schedule III, or Schedule IV controlled substances…shall, before January 1, 2016, or upon receipt of
a federal DEA registration, whichever occurs later, submit an application to obtain approval to access
CURES.      California Healthy & Safety Code section 11165.1 (a)(1)(A)(i)   

A pharmacist shall, before January 1, 2016, or upon licensure, whichever occurs later, submit an
application to obtain approval to access CURES.

California Healthy & Safety Code section 11165.1 (a)(1)(A)(ii)   

Use of CURES by prescribers and dispensers 
for prescription abuse prevention/intervention 
is voluntarily.

CURES System and Requirements
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PDMP Enrollment

Dentists 37,494
Medical Physicians 128,697
Optometrists 4,939
Osteopathic Physicians 6,376
Physician Assistants 8,520
Podiatrists 1,918
Registered Nurse Midwives    

(Furnishing) 778
Registered Nurse Practitioners 

(Furnishing) 12,125
Veterinarians   10,985
Prescribers 174,338
Pharmacists 38,293
============================
TOTAL 212,631

PDMP Registrants 52,134

(As of 09/15/2015)
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CURES Registration

December, 2011
8,600 Registrants

September 15, 2015
52,134 Registrants

606.2%
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CURES 2.0 went live on July 1, 2015.

CURES 2.0 System

Soft Launch and Phased 
Rollout

Internet Web Browser 
Requirement

 Microsoft Internet Explorer 11  
or greater

 Google Chrome
 Mozilla Firefox
 Safari
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Select “User Role”

License Issued by:
• CA DCA
• Agency outside of CA

Enter email address (twice)

Enter CAPTCHA

CURES 2.0 Registration 

Existing CURES 1.0 users do 
not need to re-register for 
CURES 2.0.
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Applicant receives an email
with instructions and link to the
Registration page. 

The email link is valid for 90 days. 

CURES 2.0 Registration 

CA licensees will no longer 
need to notarize and mail 
paper applications.  
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Approved users are sent an
Email with their User ID and 
link to validate identification. 

Then the user is sent an email 
with their Temporary Password.

Upon first-time login, the user 
must reset their Password and 
complete their profile. 

CURES 2.0 Registration 
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CURES 2.0 Features

User Profile Management
Update Profile
Manage Delegates
Change Password

Patient Activity Reports (PARs)
PDF or Download to Excel
Saved Searches

Prescription Form Theft/Loss
Report 
View Self-reports
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CURES 2.0 Features

Delegates

Prescribers and dispensers register delegates and assume 
responsibility for delegates’ use of CURES 2.0. 

Delegates may initiate PAR searches on behalf of their 
“Parent” prescriber or dispenser. 

Prescribers and dispensers may have several delegates. And 
delegates can support several prescribers and dispensers.

Delegates are deleted when they have not been 
associated with any CURES users for 30 days or if the
delegate has not logged into CURES for 12 months.



(916) 227‐3843
CURES@doj.ca.gov

CURES 2.0 Features

Compacts

Providers can flag patients within CURES 2.0 with whom they 
have an exclusivity compact. Users can view if a compact 
exists for a patient.

Peer-to-Peer Communication

Users can view prescriber contact information on PAR Details 
pages.  Prescribers and dispensers can send messages to 
prescribers within CURES 2.0.

Contact information is based on CURES enrollment.
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CURES 2.0 Features

Alerts

Based on patterns 
indicative of at-risk patient 
behavior.

Alerts are informational 
and providers must 
determine if any action is 
necessary.
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CURES 2.0 Features

Alerts

1. Currently prescribed more than 100 mme per day.

2. Obtained prescriptions from 6 or more prescribers or 
pharmacies in the last 6 months.

3. Currently prescribed 40 or more mme of Methadone daily.

4. Currently prescribed Opioids more than 90 consecutive 
days.

5. Currently prescribed both Benzodiazepines 
and Opioids.  
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CURES 2.0 Self-Service

Password resets are required 
every 90 days. 

Reminder emails and on-screen 
warnings will be presented to the 
user prior to password 
expiration.
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User Guide

Training Videos

CURES 2.0 Resources
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CURES 2.0 registration is coming soon.

Practitioners and health systems should begin to prepare 
for CURES 2.0 by meeting CURES 2.0 security standards, 
i.e. …UPDATE YOUR WEB BROWSERS.

 Microsoft Internet Explorer 11 or greater
 Google Chrome
 Mozilla Firefox
 Safari

CURES 2.0
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QUESTIONS?
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California Department of Justice
PDMP/CURES
P.O. Box 160447
Sacramento, California 95816

Phone: (916) 227-3843
FAX: (916) 227-4589
Email: pmp@doj.ca.gov

http://oag.ca.gov/cures-pdmp

CURES Program Contacts
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Tina Farales, Manager

Phone:  (916) 227-3436
Email:  Tina.Farales@doj.ca.gov 

CURES Program Contacts
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thank you!


